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§The believers are brothers, so reconcile between your brothers,
and remain conscious of Allah, so that you may receive mercy.# -
the Noble Quran [49:10]

<><O<O<O<O<O<><>

We, the scholars of Pakistan and Afghanistan, have gathered today
to discuss the peace process in Afghanistan and lend our support
to the negotiations between the warring factions there, as this is
the only way to resolve the long-standing Afghan crisis, to establish
peace in the country, and condemn all acts of violence and extremism
in all their forms as per the teachings of the Noble Qur’an and the
Sunnah of the Prophet.

The scholars of Pakistan and Afghanistan extend their thanks
and appreciation to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz for the Kingdom’s firm and historic stance
in supporting peace and stability in Afghanistan. In addition, we
highlight the sincere efforts of the Kingdom in extending bridges
and uniting the ranks, which have brought together the scholars
of Afghanistan and Pakistan on one platform in the holy city of
Makkah, with the aim of promoting peace and reconciliation in
Afghanistan and to announce this joint declaration, today.

Together, we declare our agreement on the following:

1) Islam is the religion of peace, tolerance, moderation and
reconciliation, it calls the believers to seek peace among themselves,
and to end their differences by referring their grievances to the Holy
Qur‘an and the pristine Sunnah. Allah the Almighty says in his Holy
Book: §So fear Allah and amend that which is between you and
obey Allah and His Messenger, if you should be believers. # Quran
[8:1.] Allah the Almighty also says §No good is there in much of their
private conversation, except for those who enjoin charity or that
which is right or conciliation between people. And whoever does
that seeking means to the approval of Allah - then We are going
to give him a great reward. Quran [4:114.] Allah the Almighty also
says in the same chapter €0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey




the Messenger, and those of you who are in authority. If you differ
in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger,
if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more
suitable for final determination. ¥ Quran [4:59]

2) Achieving peace among Muslims, is an obligation on every
Muslim community, and it must be accomplished at any cost. This
was the approach of the companions and scholars in mending
relationships to prevent the bloodshed of innocent Muslims.
Therefore, every dispute or discord among Muslims must be
resolved through dialogue and peaceful means. This should be done
according to the teachings of the Noble Qur’an and the pristine
Sunnah. Hence, reconciliation among warring Muslim groups is
a binding obligation on every Muslim. To this effect, Allah says

4The believers are brothers, so reconcile between your brothers,
and remain conscious of Allah, so that you may receive mercy. & -
the Holy Quran [49:10]

3) Undoubtedly, achieving peace and reconciliation between two
groups of Muslims fighting each other is a good deed. The Prophet

(PBUH) said “Shall | inform you of something more excellent in
degree than fasting, prayer and almsgiving?” The people replied:
Yes, Prophet of Allah! He said: It is putting things right between
people, spoiling them is the shaver (destructive). Sunan Abu Dawood
(4919.) The prophet (PBUH) also said: “Do not hate each other; do
not envy each other; do not desert each other; and be the servants
of Allah as brethren. It is not allowed for a Muslim to keep apart
from his brother for more than three days.” Sahih Muslim, (2559).

4) During reconciliation Islam has permitted white lies, it has also
allowed to tell the quarreling groups that the other party has
praised them, as this will promote peace. In the hadith narrated by
Umm Kulthum Bint Ugba that the Prophet (PBUH) said: “He who
makes peace between the people by inventing good information or
saying good things, is not a liar” Sahih Al-Bukhari (2692.)




5) The teachings of Islam and the biography of the Prophet (PBUH)
emphasize the values of moderation and the need for balance and
moderation in the lives of all Muslims. This was decreed by the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) who said: “Religion is very easy and
whoever overburdens himself in his religion will not be able to
continue in that way. So you should not be extremists, but try to
be near to perfection and receive the good tidings that you will
be rewarded; and gain strength by worshipping in the mornings,
the afternoons, and during the last hours of the nights” Sahih Al-
Bukhari (39) and Muslim (6816).

6) The Ummah is like one body, as the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
has said: “The believers in their affection, mercy, and sympathy are
the like of one body. If one part of it complains, the rest of the body
will fall prey to sleeplessness and fever” Sahih al-Bukhari (6011), and
Sahih Muslim (2586). Similarly, if parts of the Muslim world fall into
turmoil and unrest, the rest of the Ummah feels their suffering and
pain, and rushes to the aid of their brethren to end their suffering
by all viable means.

7) The basic principle of Islam lies in upholding human dignity and
preserving human life. The Holy Qur’an has described that whoever
kills a soul is like he has killed all of mankind, and whoever saves a
life is as if he has saved all of mankind. This confirms that Islamic
civilization is built on the foundations of peace, love, humane
values and tolerance.

8) Scholars must also continue their efforts individually or collectively
using other platforms to disseminate the true message of Islam and
peace that is based on respecting life, humanity, justice, peace and
avoiding discrimination, as there is no room for extremism and
violence. Scholars also bear the responsibility of safequarding the
highest standards of moral ethics, and spreading Islamic and human
brotherhood among Muslims all over the world.

9) Scholars must guide the Ummah by spreading the true message of
Islam and the proper interpretation of religious texts and the Sunnah




of the Prophet (PBUH). Scholars from Pakistan and Afghanistan can
play an effective role in spreading peace and unity in the Muslim
world, especially in Afghanistan due to their thorough knowledge
of the challenges facing Muslim countries. Therefore, we wish that
both countries establish a joint association for scholars, to carry on
with the practical peace efforts in the Afghan peace process.

10) The scholars from Pakistan and Afghanistan are playing an
effective role in spreading peace, harmony and brotherhood
across the Muslim Ummah, particularly in Afghanistan, based on
the teachings of Islam, the Noble Qur'an and the Sunnah. We
appreciate the efforts made to realize lasting peace in the Muslim
Ummah in general and Afghanistan in particular, this includes
initiatives such as the “Pakistan Message,” “the Bogor Declaration,”
“the Reconciliation Fatwa” issued in Afghanistan, and “the Makkah
Declaration,” and all other similar initiatives undertaken by the
scholars of the Muslim world to achieve peace in Afghanistan.

11) We reiterate that violence should not be associated with any
religion, nationality, civilization or race. Violence resulting from
extremism and terrorism in all its forms; including violence against
civilians and suicide attacks are completely rejected by the basic
principles of the Islamic faith.

12) We call on both parties in the conflict to exercise maximum
restraint, to avoid further bloodshed, refrain from provocative
actions, and to sit down for honest negotiations to end the
suffering endured by the Afghans for so long, effective solutions to
the situation in Afghanistan must be worked out without any of the
parties being belittled, blamed or disrespected by their counterpart.

13) Therefore, we express our full support for the peace process in
Afghanistan; it is an obligation upon the entire Muslim Ummabh.
Particularly, on us (the scholars) to contribute effectively in finding
a solution to the Afghan conflict by lending our support to the
reconciliation process between the fighting parties in Afghanistan.
We hope that (the fighting parties) will agree on a common ground




for reconciliation, by tackling all issues relating to politics, social
life, and economy, as well as other related issues in the spirit of
joint action, so that the constant bloodshed in Afghanistan
can be stopped, and the Afghan people find the path of peace,
reconciliation, stability and progress in this world, with Allah’s help.

14) In conclusion, we express our sincere thanks and appreciation to
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for its genuine
and honest support of the peace process in Afghanistan, and
reiterate the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s efforts in instilling solidarity
and harmony within the Ummah. We look forward to the Kingdom’s
continued support to maintain the momentum generated by this
declaration among the scholars in the Muslim world in general, and
among scholars in Pakistan and Afghanistan in particular.

We ask Allah Almighty to guide us to the right path.

This declaration was issued in the holy city of Makkah, and signed
on Thursday, Shawwal 29, 1442, corresponding to June 10, 2021.

H.E. Sheikh Dr. H.E. Sheikh Mohammad
Noor-ul-Haq Qadri Qassem Halimi
Minister for Religious Affairs Ministry of Hajj, Endowment
and Inter-faith Harmony, and Religious Affairs, Islamic

Islamic Republic of Pakistan Republic of Afghanistan
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